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What’s happening?  
 
A new 14.6 mile pipeline is proposed just east of Richmond, involving construction in Hanover, 
New Kent and Charles City (CC) Counties. The 30-inch gas line would run parallel to an existing 
16 inch line along the north bank of the Chickahominy River, crossing the river several miles 
below Bottoms Bridge. Virginia Natural Gas (VNG) proposes to bring massive amounts of 
fracked Marcellus Shale through northern Virginia to fuel a recently permitted independent 
electric generating plant (C4GT) in Charles City County. A much larger proposed second 
merchant plant (Chickahominy Power Station) is only a mile from C4GT and might require yet 
another gas line expansion.  
 
The Mechanicsville pipeline is part of a much larger VNG “Header Improvement Project” in 
Virginia extending from near Quantico to Chesapeake. The overall project involves three new 
pipelines and three compressor stations, and other communities are also raising their concerns 
about the negative effects.  The approval process for ALL of this activity is happening this 
spring, culminating in a public hearing at the State Corporation Commission in Richmond on 
May 12. Unlike with the recent CC power station permitting processes, we fear that the SCC 
hearing and public comment that precedes may be our ONLY opportunities to weigh in before 
pipeline approval.  
 
Together, the prospect of new fossil plants and the pipeline to serve them move our region and 
Virginia far in the wrong direction of attaining our clean energy and climate action goals. They 
would also have immediate direct negative environmental and safety impacts upon affected 
communities, upon sensitive natural habitats, and upon culturally significant archaeological 
sites. Well-financed project proponents, some politicians and local governments looking to 
increase their tax bases already hawk assurances that these unneeded projects are important, 



safe and even good for us. We get to choose the extent to believe them and about how best to 
use our voices in the upcoming regulatory processes and in the November 2020 election.  
 
What about safety & environment?  
 
Safety and Health: Safety risks include planned maintenance releases and pipeline leaks of 
high pressure gas, both of which release methane and other toxic chemicals and particles to the 
atmosphere. The latter can result in explosions difficult for firefighters, especially in rural areas, 
to control.  
 
Associated risks include aging pipes, the composition of pipeline materials, releases of carbon 
dioxide, plus the considerable hazards of the fracking process itself that impact communities in 
other states. The risks associated with compressor stations needed to keep the gas moving 
(such as proposed for Union Hill) are a big concern in other parts of the Header Improvement 
Project .... and could be for us too, depending upon what happens with the second proposed 
gas plant (Chickahominy Power Station) and its larger fuel demand.  
 
River and Wetlands:  This wetland corridor is important to migratory and resident birds, such as 
to the Great Blue Herons and Bald Eagles that nest here. The swamp’s many old hollow trees 
provide important habitat for bats and cavity nesting birds such as Wood Ducks and Pileated 
Woodpeckers.  A wide constellation of reptiles, amphibians, fish, insects, and plants call the 
Chickahominy their home, and have done so for eons. These wetlands are also important to 
people because they store floodwaters, filter pollutants, serve as a carbon sink, and provide a 
place for boating and fishing. The middle Chickahominy River, though often a bit of trouble to 
paddle or otherwise access, is designated as a State Scenic River and part of the Captain John 
Smith Water Trail. Finally, the Chickahominy is a primary source of drinking water for Newport 
News.  And Williamsburg- James City County may soon join them in relying on the 
Chickahominy for part of their municipal water supply.  
 
Risk to the health of our very special riverine and bottomland ecosystem would be considerable. 
The construction phase would be especially detrimental to the ecologically sensitive wetlands. 
The 75-foot wide “temporary” construction right of way would remove a broad swath of forest 
that will take decades, if not centuries, to return to its original condition, if ever.  The additional 
50-foot wide permanent right of way will permanently destroy and convert bottomland forest to 
open land that provides fewer ecosystem  services and generally less desirable habitat.  The 
current pipeline right of way is already a corridor for invasive species, and the new construction 
will only exacerbate this risk to the environment. Experience with the Atlantic Coast and 
Mountain Valley pipelines in western Virginia, and with pipelines elsewhere, shows that 
violations and failures of design and construction standards resulting in problems with erosion 
and sediment in waterways are far too commonplace. And that’s all before the toxic gas even 
begins flowing!  
 



In most places the existing 50-foot right of way would be permanently doubled to 100 feet, with 
an additional 75 feet of easement needed during construction. Altogether, where the corridor 
diverges from existing power line rights of way, the total pipeline corridor during construction 
would be 175 feet wide. According to VNG’s own case filing, cutting of forest and other 
disturbance of wetlands, streams and the river would have a lot of impact.  Specifically, they 
acknowledge risk to: 
 
*14.6 miles of the Chickahominy River  
*115 acres of wetland  
*40 stream or river crossings  
* 2 threatened species of bats  
* rare plants and plant communities( New Jersey Rush)  
*35 acres of farmland 
*176 acres of forest  
* 5 archaeological sites, Native American (4) and Civil War (1)  
* 9 designated historic / archaeology/ railroad areas including 2 units of Richmond National 
Battlefield Park 
* 3 large properties officially designated for conservation  
 
How to learn more & to help? While citizens voicing concern doesn’t always result in success, 
often it does, as in the recent case of protecting the James River from Dominion’s coal ash. But 
one thing is for sure, when we don’t speak up, “we get what we get.” Each of us can contribute 
effort that matters!  
 
*Write and submit a comment letter before May 12:  
https://scc.virginia.gov/casecomments/comment/PUR-2019-00207 
*Participate in the public hearing (Case No. PUR-2019-00207) at the State Corporation 
Commission, 5/12,  (by Skype?) 
*Become a citizen monitor to keep our communities and wetlands safe and clean. Stay tuned for 
further developments. 
*On Facebook, follow: Concerned Citizens Of Charles City County (C5) and Citizens Against 
Chickahominy River Pipeline. 
*Online, visit https://c5groupinform.wixsite.com/charlescity,  
*For SCC case info: https://scc.virginia.gov/docketsearch#/caseDetails/140343 
*For zoomable map of pipeline route: 
http://dpmc-gis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=386db9f3e6ef4a2089436db
c4399ae59 
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